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Abstract 

This paper re-iterates the importance of language laboratories and  discusses 
the availability of good laboratory equipments, space and resources as inputs 
to effective language teaching and learning. it also discusses some problems 
associated with the installation or setting up of language laboratories. the 
concluding part of this paper not only suggests the effective use of language 
laboratories in schools to enhance language teaching and learning 
experiences, it also posits that language laboratories should be resuscitated 
in schools where it is no longer in use for maximal mastery of the target 
language.  

 
In all area of life, language is indispensable.  It is an essential part of any individual. It is so 

important to our daily survival that people are motivated to go as far as learning and acquiring 
different languages for one purpose or the other. In language teaching and learning process (second 
languages in particular), take the English Language for example, the language laboratory plays a 
significant role and has an overwhelming impact on language teaching and learning process.  It is not 
only a technological aid for learning, its facilities accelerates language mastery and proficiency. It also  
makes the teaching and learning of languages  easy and interesting.  
 

Surprisingly, in most schools and institutions of learning, the language laboratory is 
noticeably absent. It is surprising because language laboratories, according to Thayalan and Wilson 
(2007), “has become inevitable in today’s context.” Gone are the days when crude methods were used 
in language teaching and learning activities.  Presently, new methods  are aligned towards recent 
technological developments in this era of globalization in which modern day ICTs are applied fully 
thereby enhancing language teaching and learning. In this era, new methods have been developed with 
the use of these new technologies, eroding fastly the old methods. It is the thrust of this paper to 
highlight the significance of the language laboratory and its impact on language teaching and learning. 
 
Language Teaching and Learning 

 Language education involves the teaching and learning of a language. When talking about 
the teaching and learning of a language, what immediately comes to mind is the teaching and learning 
of a second language (L2) which could either be an indigenous language, as in the case of a Yoruba 
person learning the Igbo language or a foreign language like the English or French language.  In most 
cases, language teaching and learning is associated with second languages because it is assumed that 
the first language or mother-tongue (L1) or the language of one’s immediate environment is acquired 
as one grows without formal language education, that is, first language acquisition primarily concerns 
language development in children. According to Hayne (2005), children acquire language through a 
subconscious process during which they are unaware of grammatical rules.  Second language 
acquisition on the other hand, has to do with language learning in adults. Here, a second language is 
learnt consciously after the first language has been learnt through a formal process which involves 
classrooms, teachers, etc where the learner learns the rules guiding the use of the language 
consciously. There is a conscious knowledge of the new language and learners can talk about it in 
second language acquisition. 
 

Language teaching and learning may take place as a general school subject or in a specialised 
language school. While language learning is the result of direct instruction in the rules of a language, 
language teaching is an art for imparting the rules of a language effectively, which therefore, requires 
new, modern and effective methods of teaching and learning involving the use of a well equipped 
language laboratory.  This is important because language laboratories helps the language teacher and 
learner to impart effectively( on the part of the teacher) and to master (on the part of the learner), the 
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four language skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
 
Language Laboratory 

According to wikipedia, the free encyclopedia (2009), “the language laboratory is an audio or 
audio-visual installation used as an aid in modern language teaching. It was founded in 1972 in New 
York City with the purpose of providing language training and translation services to government 
agencies and private business”.  Language laboratories can be found in secondary schools, 
Universities,  language schools and academics. 
 

It is surprising that majority of the schools in Nigeria (Secondary Schools) as well as 
Universities, do not have a language laboratory.  Even when they do, it is not properly equipped to 
serve as a language laboratory.  It is often the case that laboratory provision is not made for Art 
subjects in schools. Only those who study science subjects like Physics, Biology, etc enjoy laboratory 
facilities. Language laboratories  are essential parts of language teaching and learning and provision 
should be made for them in schools.  
 

The language laboratory enriches learners language learning experiences.  Thayalan and 
Wilson (2007) have identified four (4) kinds of laboratories. They are: 
1. The Conventional Laboratory which according to them, is no longer common and is a 

primitive form of a language laboratory.  This type of laboratory has a tape recorder and a few 
audio cassettes of the target language to teach the learners. The tape is played by the teacher and 
the learners listen to it and learn the pronunciations. 

2. Lingua Phone Laboratory which is an improvement on the conventional laboratory. Learners 
wear headsets to listen to the audio-cassettes being played. There is also an electronic device 
which functions both as a cassette player on the left side and  as a repeater on the right side that 
helps one to record one’s voice and play it back for comparison. 

3. Computer Assisted Language Laboratory (CALL) where the computer is used to teach 
languages. 

4. Multi-media Hi-tech Laboratory where a lot of softwares like Renet, Aristoclas, Hiclass, 
globarina, console ocl-908w, Histudio, etc. exist and can be used in the multi-media laboratory. 

  
Language laboratories comes in handy in language teaching and learning.  It is a facility that 

gives learners the ability to practice and assess their speech in any language.  In a language laboratory, 
learners  can listen to model pronunciation, listen  to their performance and compare it with the model 
and assess themselves. As Koerner (1988) observed, “when properly used, the  language laboratory is 
still capable of being a vital part of a foreign language program”. 
 
Language Laboratories:  Its Impact on Language Learning and Teaching 

The impact of language laboratories can be felt in all areas of language teaching and learning.  
In the area of listening, speaking and reading skills, the use of language laboratories helps the mastery 
of such skills.  According to Thayalan and Wilson (2007), 

 
The language laboratory is very useful for assessing students speech.  It 
provides students with the technical  tools to get the best samples of 
pronunciation of the language (Target language).The electronic device used 
in laboratory stimulates the eyes and ears of the learner to acquire the 
language quickly and easily. 

 
In the area of communication, the language laboratory has made a very big impact in that it 

facilitates communication effectively through the use of existing technologies.  It makes the learning 
of  all the aspects of the phonetics of a language like pronunciation, accent, etc easy. It provides 
learners with a variety of model voices other than that of the instructor.  It also provides the 
opportunity for learners to converse with native speakers of the target language.  The language 
laboratory also provides learners the opportunity of learning at their own pace.   It helps learners 
develop good listening skills which aid the communication process as they  hear the correct language 
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patterns all the time through their head sets. Kin-Sys(2007) talking about language laboratories 
explained the impact of language laboratories on teaching and learning thus; 
 

On the whole, language laboratories facilitate a broad range of activities that 
involve students speaking the target language. It specifically helps to 
improve their spoken fluency and the ready texts are selected based on a 
learners needs and interest.  In addition, there are some learners who are 
shy. They feel uncomfortable learning with others.  Language laboratories 
help such students overcome shyness by providing them some privacy in the 
use of headset/ microphone and tend to make them anonymous. 

 
Finally, language laboratories make language teaching and learning fast, easy and interesting. 

It also gives the teacher/ instructor more time to attend to learners. Also, learners can learn on their 
own without the presence of a teacher all the time in the language laboratories attending to them.  
 
Problems Associated with Language Laboratories 

A lot of problems beset the setting up and maintenance of language laboratories.  The 
foremost being that of cost.  The cost of setting up  language laboratories in schools is on the high side 
and this is a deterrent for most school heads/ principals/ proprietors in setting them up.  For schools 
who manage to set up one in the first place, the cost of maintaining them is so much that it becomes a 
problem maintaining them. 
 

Another problem has to do with the number of students who have to use the language 
laboratory at a time.  A language laboratory can only accommodate a limited number of students. In 
most Nigerian classrooms,  the class size is so large for a standard language laboratory to 
accommodate the number of students at a time. This does not give the teachers and students enough 
time to fully enjoy the advantages of the language laboratory within the stipulated time. Also, it will 
be difficult for the teachers/ instructors to give individual attention to students. 
 

Yet another problem encountered in the setting up and maintenance of language laboratories 
has to do with the cables that come along with the equipments. Most times, these cables are exposed 
on the floor   in the laboratory.  This is dangerous for both the teachers and learners.   
 

Another problem is that of installing air-conditioners in the language laboratories.  This is an 
equipment that is often left ,out in the installation of a language laboratory and which happens to be 
an important feature in a language laboratory.   Air conditioners are necessary to reduce the 
temperature in the language laboratory as well as to improve learners comfort. 
 

Finally, it is often difficult to get skilled manpower, that is, people who are well-versed in the 
maintenance of language laboratory equipments.  This is a problem in that even when these language 
equipments are installed,  maintaining them becomes a problem which may eventually lead to the 
malfunctioning of the equipment. 
 
Conclusion and Recommendation 

According to Koerner (1988), “when properly used, the language laboratory is still capable of 
being a vital part of a foreign language program”. In the language laboratory, learners are exposed to 
different listening and speaking drills which enhance communication.  Language learning through the 
use of language laboratories is flexible and convenient for language learners as well as  being  useful 
in accessing native language materials.  In the words of Thayalan and Wilson (2007), “the language 
laboratory is a very helpful tool for practicing and assessing one’s speech in any language.  It provides 
a facility which allows the student to listen to model pronunciation, repeat and record the same, listen 
to their performance and compare with the model and do self-assessment. It also affords learners with 
the opportunity of learning at their own pace without a teachers supervision.  It also provides teachers 
the opportunity of providing assistance  individually and collectively.  It is recommended that every 
school or institution where language is taught and learnt should have a language laboratory to aid 
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teachers and students in the language  teaching and learning process. 
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